GLBTQ Film – Menvielle 2/8 


Using Film to Teach about GLBTQ Issues
Presentation

Edgardo Menvielle, M.D. 

1. Ma vie en Rose

Summary: French film from 1997. Ludovic a 7 year old boy expresses feminine interests and identification (a typical gender variant boy). The journey of transformation revolves around Ludovic (Ludo) himself, his parents, siblings and grandmother. Starting from a position of disbelief and rationalization (“I read that all children go through a phase of exploration”) the family experiences both sympathetic and antagonistic reactions from their social peers. While long as Ludovic “toes the line” family, neighbors and school authorities are willing to “tolerate” him as eccentric, but when Ludo’s insistence crosses the line, the responses become hostile. In the end the whole family experiences who is a friend, who is a foe and who withdraws altogether from their lives putting Ludo’s queerness in a different light.
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Scenes: 
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“Introductions” 2:30 min.: In this scene, the opening scene of the film, the family who just moved to a new suburban house, invite the neighbors to a house-warming party. The family is introduced one by one by the father (who functions as the MC of a theatrical performance) and when the youngest son Ludo’s turn comes up, he makes an appearance decked out in a princess costume. 
2) “Granny” 4:24 mins. The grandmother is the “fairy godmother” that rescues Ludo and provides him with a safe space. She is outside the norms herself and thus able to understand him, support him and foster his resiliency.
3) Towards the end of the story, the family had to move out of the neighborhood because the father lost his job. The family’s social decent were indirectly caused by Ludo’s “unacceptable” behavior.
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“Chris” 1:20 min. In the new neighborhood Ludo a “boy” approaches Ludo and wants to be his friend. The child turns out to be a girl and invites him to her birthday party. 

b. “Costume swap” 5:00 min. At the party, the girl forces Ludo to trade his musketeer costume for her       princess costume. Ludo’s mother becomes incensed thinking it was another of Ludo’s “antic” and her rage makes Ludo run away. In her frantic search Ludo’s mom realizes that Ludo has sought refuge to his fantasy world of Pam.
2. Ready? OK!
Summary: An American film from 2008. Joshua is a 10 y.o. boy living with his single mother and an uncle (mother’s goofball unemployed brother) who comes in and out of their lives. Joshua’s is artistic and creative, and he desperately wants to be in the school’s cheerleader team. A neighbor, a single gay man, makes himself available to Joshua as a mentor/father figure but he is somewhat rebuffed in his attempt as the mother is ambivalent about what accepting this offer might mean. 
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“Sister Vivien” 1:55 min. Joshua  pleads to be allowed into the cheerleader team. The Catholic school principal is relentless in her determination to draw the “proper” boundaries”
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2) “Maria Von Trapp”  2:24 min. JOSHUA chooses to dress as Maria Von Trapp, the crooner novice in « The Sound of Music » as his admired religious figure for the school pageant. The mother has to negotiate between Joshua’s choices and the school’s discomfort with them. 
[image: image6.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

Photo - JPEG decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


3) “Dress fitting” 4:28 min. An intimate conversation between Joshua’s mom and the gay neighbor as a turning point in the mother’s coming to term with her son “queerness” which is a necessary step for her to fully embrace her son. 
3. C.R.A.Z.Y.

Summary: A French Canadian film from 2005. Zack is the fourth of 5 brothers, named in a way that their initials make the work C.R.A.Z.Y., the father being a huge fan of Patsy Kline (the story takes place in the 60/70s). Although his gender variance is relatively mild there are signs along the way that Zack is different from his brothers. The story spans over 15 years chronicling the development of 5 brothers with very different personalities and there are various subplots. One of the plots revolves around Zack’s struggle to fit in as a teen as he becomes increasingly aware and afraid of his sexual orientation and what it means in terms of his masculinity.  Suppressing his desire he has given it to it minimally while fully engaging in hetero-normative behavior. When he is finally “outed” he and his family have to face his sexuality. The selected scenes focus on the adolescent period.
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Scenes: 
1) “Accident” 1:01 min. Zack’s increasing pressure by his desire vis-à-vis the pressure to be “normal” drives him to tempt his fate and risk his life “to be cured”. 
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“Psychiatrist” 1:26 min. Although his homosexuality has not been spoken about, Zack is sent to therapy where he in spite of himself exposes his struggle.  
[image: image9.jpg]



3) “Christian’s Wedding” 4:03 min. Zack has had crush on her cousin’s boyfriend but never acted on it, when they are spotted doing a “shotgun” (blowing pot smoke in the other’s mouth) in a car outside his brother’s wedding, they are assumed to be kissing and Zack is “outed” publicly. 

4. Beautiful Thing
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Summary: A British film from 1996. Jamie, a teen boy, was infatuated with his friend Ste, another boy and has to deal with his single mother who is trying to set up her own pub and has a string of boyfriends. The story revolves around the romance between the teens which eventually forces him to come out to his mother. In the end she accepts him and his boyfriend.
Scene: 

“Coming Out” 4:38 mins.: Under duress Jamie a gay teen, admits to his mother that he is gay. 
5. The Incredibly True Adventures of 2 Girls in Love
Summary: An American film from 1995. Randy an out “butch” lesbian teen falls in love with the beautiful high school peer Eve who has until now been considered heterosexual. Randy who is white comes from a lesbian working class household (she was adopted by her lesbian aunt) and Eve who is African American from an upper middle class divorced family. The story revolves around their budding friendship and romance and the various complications that ensue. The story culminates when the girls run away and barricade themselves in a motel room with all their significant adults and peers in their lives pleading with them to “come out” of the room.
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Scene: 
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“Diner” 2:34 min. Eve is confronted by her three best friends about the “queerness” of her budding friendship with the school dike. The friends show little understanding, and the one most sympathetic caves is to the pressure of the group’s normative view.

6. When I Knew (Documentary)
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Summary: An American Documentary from 2008.
Scene: 

1) “Christy” 1:22 min.: Lesbian speaks about being a stud since early childhood.
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2) “It’s All about Wendy” 1:32 min.: Lesbian talks about her crush as a young girl on another girl, followed by sequence of various voices talking about having always recognized themselves to be lesbian or gay.

[image: image15.jpg]


 
3) “Chris Daniels” 3:14 mins. Gay man talks about his childhood as a very feminine boy, followed by sequence of various voices talking about “relief” when they identified as lesbian or gay.
7. TransGeneration (Documentary)

Summary: This television documentary follows four college students who identify as transgender. The stories unfold over several semesters allowing us to follow their process of gender transition, changes due to hormonal interventions, and sex reconstructive surgery in one case. The relationships with themselves, their peers and their families are explored. 
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Scene: 
1) “Raci’s Drama Class” 4:27 mins. Male to female Filipina freshman living “stealth,” participates in a romantic heterosexual scene in drama class. The scene shows Raci’s struggle with how her peers perceive her and her fear of being rejected were her identity revealed. 
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“Letters” 3:43 mins. TJ is a female to male transgender Armenian student and Lucas is a white American female to male transgender student. In this scene, each of them writes a letter to their parent explaining how they feel about themselves. Following this sequence, the other two students in the documentary are briefly shown at a crossroad in their transition: Raci looking for a supplier of street hormones that has vanished and Gabbie anxiously counting down the days until her genital reconstruction surgery. 
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“Lucas and his Father” 4:56 mins. Lucas’s father comes for his commencement. This is their first encounter since before Lucas transitioned. This is a very emotional step for Lucas, who has always been very close to his father and is afraid of rejection.  

- 7 -8. Paris is Burning (Documentary)

Summary: An American Documentary filmed in the late 80s features the cultural phenomenon of “Balls”, drag performance competitions among social GLBTQ clubs designated as “houses”. Houses are groupings that share an identity, economic resources, sometimes live under the same roof, and are led and guided by a “house mother”, a veteran or founder of the house. The competitions are divided in various categories of drag, so “drag” is understood in a broad sense of performative accomplishment. The participants are mostly Black and Latino and often by people who live economically and socially marginal lives. This activity infuses the participants’ lives with meaning, purpose, visibility and a sense of belonging, and allows them to survive and to open themselves to possibilities that would otherwise seem out of reach.
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Scene: 
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10:10 mins. Pepper LaBeija, the house mother of the House of LaBeija explains houses and talks about her personal narrative of struggle, survival and triumph. 
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